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General Information & Guidelines for Contributors

IPJ, in publication since 2003, is a joint
initiative of the PS and the PBNI that aims to:

® Provide a forum for sharing evidence-based
theory and practice, increasing all-island
co-operation and learning, and informing
national and international criminological
debate

® Reflect the views of all those interested
in criminal justice in an effort to protect
the public and to provide humane and
constructive responses to the harm caused
by crime

® Publish high-quality material that is
accessible to a wide readership.

IPJ encourages and facilitates a diversity

of perspectives and welcomes submissions
that enhance the reader’s appreciation of
difference, promote anti-discriminatory values
and use neutral and person-centred language.

Preliminary Consultation: If you are considering
a draft submission, one of the co-editors or
a member of the editorial committee will be
pleased to discuss and provide observations.
The committee is also happy to provide
mentoring and support to practitioners who
wish to submit an article.

Submissions: Contributions are invited from
practitioners, academics and policymakers.
IPJ welcomes submissions from the wider
justice arena, e.g. prisons, police, victim
support, juvenile justice, community projects
and voluntary organisations.

Submissions (in MS Word attachment)
should be sent to either of the
co-editors, Lisa Maginnis, PBNI,
lisa.maginnis@probation-ni.gov.uk and
Ursula Fernée, PS, ugfernee@probation.ie
Originality: Submissions will be considered
on the understanding that they are original
papers that have not been published or
accepted for publication elsewhere. This

does not exclude submissions that have

had limited or private circulation, e.g. in the
writer's local area, or as a conference paper or
presentation.

IRISH PROBATION JOURNAL s a peer-reviewed
publication. Once an article is submitted,

a link person from the editorial committee
is appointed to liaise with the author. All
submissions are reviewed by the editorial
committee with input from members of the
expert advisory panel as required. The final
decision to publish or reject is taken by the
editors, informed by the recommendations
received.

The following types of submission are
considered:

Full-Length Articles: Normally articles of
5,000-7,000 words, including references,
will be considered.

Practice Pieces: Shorter practice pieces are
very welcome. They offer an opportunity
to describe a recent piece of practice,
practice-related issues or recent practice
developments. Ideally around 2,000-3,000
words including references; 4,000 words
maximum.

Practitioner Response: Ideally around 1,000~
1,500 words including references; 2,500
words maximum. This is an opportunity for
those directly linked to service delivery to
respond to a recently published article in IPJ,
and discuss its significance and implications
for practice.

Comment Piece: Ideally around 1,000-2,000
words, this is an opportunity to express
individual opinions on topics that are
appropriate for IPJ.

Book Review: We welcome reviews (400-1,000
words) of recently published relevant books
that are selected and commissioned by the
editorial committee but may also be selected
by readers.

More detailed guidelines for contributors are available from the editorial committee on request.



